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THOROUGHBRED AFTERCARE ALLIANCE AND ACCREDITED ORGANIZATIONS TO UNITE IN HISTORIC 

FASHION AT INAUGURAL EQUESTRICON   

SARATOGA SPRINGS, NY. (March 14, 2017) –  When the lights go on at Equestricon, the landmark racing convention will be the 
site of the largest single gathering of accredited organizations in the history of the Thoroughbred Aftercare Alliance (TAA), organizers 
announced today. The TAA is the “Official Charity Partner” of Equestricon — the first international racing convention, fan festival and 
trade show.  

“We couldn’t be more excited about being so closely aligned with this forward-thinking, innovative industry effort,” said TAA Opera-
tions Consultant, Stacie Clark Rogers. “Aftercare has emerged as the preeminent issue tied to the future of our industry, and the team at 
Equestricon realizes that.” 

The General Session for the inaugural convention will take place Monday, August 14 - Tuesday, August 15, at the Saratoga Springs City 
Center. Tentatively scheduled to appear in the Equestricon “Aftercare Hub” in the main convention hall are 20 TAA-accredited after-
care groups from all over the United States. A full list of participating charities is attached to this release.  

Equestricon attendees will also be able to learn more about aftercare through two dedicated aftercare panels, presented by TAA: After-
care Pathways, and Stories: OTTB Successes.  

"I am so honored to participate in the ‘Success Stories’ panel,” said Michael Blowen, President and founder of Old Friends, the Thor-
oughbred retirement facility with farms located in Georgetown, Ky., and in Greenfield Center, Ny.  
  
“Thoroughbreds are the most athletic and willing equines, capable of succeeding in any discipline, not just racing, and this is a great 
opportunity for fans to see the full gamut of options available to them after the racetrack. The formation of the TAA is perhaps the 
most effective change in racing today,” Blowen added. 

Joining Blowen on the panel will be ReRun Inc.’s Lisa Molly, Herringswell Stables’ Anita Motion, and trainer Rick Violette. Diana Pikul-
ski will represent Saratoga Springs-based Thoroughbred Retirement Foundation (TRF) in the Aftercare Pathways panel, which will be 
moderated by Gulfstream Park’s Acacia Courtney.  
 



Organizers of Equestricon indicated that more announcements regarding their support for TAA were forthcoming. For additional in-
formation on the aftercare programming scheduled for Equestricon, and to purchase tickets for the convention, visit equestricon.com.  

TAA-Accredited Aftercare Charities Scheduled to Participate in Equestricon: 
After the Races 
Akindale Thoroughbred Rescue 
CANTER California 
Equine Advocates, Inc. 
Finger Lakes Thoroughbred Adoption Program, Inc.  
Hidden Acres Rescue for Thoroughbreds 
Lucky Orphans Horse Rescue 
Maker’s Mark Secretariat Center 
MidAtlantic Horse Rescue 
New Vocations Racehorse Adoption Program  
Old Friends Equine Retirement: Dream Chase Farm 
R.A.C.E. Fund, Inc.  
ReRun, Inc.: Breezy Meadows 
Second Chance Thoroughbreds, Inc.  
Second Stride, Inc.  
South Jersey Thoroughbred Rescue - French Hill Farm  
Square Peg Foundation 
The Foxie G Foundation  
Thoroughbred Retirement Foundation 
War Horses at Rose Bower 

Based in Lexington, Kentucky, the non-profit Thoroughbred Aftercare Alliance accredits, inspects and awards grants to approved aftercare 
organizations to retire, retrain and rehome Thoroughbreds using industry-wide funding. Along with continued funding from its original part-
ners Breeders’ Cup Ltd., The Jockey Club, and Keeneland Association Inc., the TAA is now also supported by owners, trainers, breeders, race-
tracks, aftercare professionals and other industry groups. To date, 64 aftercare organizations supporting more than 180 facilities across the 
U.S. and Canada have been granted accreditation and received funding from the TAA. To learn more about the TAA, visit thoroughbredafter-
care.org. 
— 
Equestricon™ is the first international horse racing convention, trade show and fan festival. Founded by Dan Tordjman, Kathryn Sharp and 
Justin Nicholson, Equestricon™ is designed to bring the horse racing industry together in an atmosphere of entertainment, engagement and 
education. The inaugural Equestricon™ will be held in Saratoga Springs, kicking off on August 13, and continuing with its General Session 
August 14-15 at the Saratoga Springs City Center. The Thoroughbred Aftercare Alliance (TAA) is the official charity partner of Equestri-
con™. For more information, please visit equestricon.com.
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